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We Salute an East Gwillimbury Icon
The legacy of ‘Whipper’ Billy Watson lives on 25 years later.

Sending your new driver to us for 4 Days in the March Break could save their life!

GIFT CERTIFICATES AND
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE

(905) 895-8244
mountalbert@youngdrivers.com

www.yd.com

®

MTO Approved BDE Course Provider

March 16
at the MSVA Business 
Centre at 72 Main St.

4-Day March Break 
Course starts

‘Whipper’ Billy Watson was a famous 
pro wrestler until a serious accident 
forced him to retire.  He became an 
incredible local humanitarian and 
an ambassador across Canada for 

children with disabilities.



Matthews’ Musings

Pre-register on our website www.egwomensshow.com - yoga and cooking demonstrations are a $10 donation
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The first professional wrestling 
match I watched on WWF television 
was Ricky ‘the Dragon’ Steamboat vs. 
The ‘Macho Man’ Randy Savage in 
1986.

I never had much interest in watch-
ing wrestling when I was a little 
kid, but something about watching 
the story unfold between Savage & 
Steamboat grabbed my attention. 

During their match, Savage threw 

Steamboat outside the ring to the floor, 
then jumped from atop the corner 
turnbuckle and rammed Steamboat’s 
throat into the security railing on the 
floor. He gasped for air, clutching his 
throat. Savage slinked back into the 
ring as the bell rang. Steamboat was 
counted out; Savage had won. But ever 
the nasty villain, Savage wasn’t done 
– he grabbed the ringside bell from 
the timekeeper, mounted the top turn-
buckle again, and flew across the ring, 
bell in hand, landing on Steamboat’s 
throat a second time in the middle of 
the ring.

EMTs rushed to the ringside area as 
the announcers shouted, “get the doc-
tor! Somebody’s gotta do something 
here... Steamboat is turning purple!” 
It was a heinous attack. Fans in the 
audience were crying.

I was hooked.
I’ve been a professional wrestling 

fan for 29 years, yet Whipper Billy 
Watson’s storied career in the ring 
ended two years before I was born.

In the wrestling world, he was a 
babyface – a “good guy” – right from 
the get-go. Whip spent decades enter-
taining fans around the world. His 
main stomping ground was Maple 
Leaf Gardens in Toronto where he was 
promoter Frank Tunney’s top draw.

When a serious accident forced him 
into retirement, Whip dedicated his 
life to charity work.

This year marks 25 years since his 
passing, but his indelible mark lives 
on thanks to his tireless efforts. He 
devoted thousands of hours to projects 
that he believed in, often paying out of 
his own pocket for travel expenses. 

If you haven’t heard of Billy Watson, 
you will surely recognize the causes 
and facilities he helped build and raise 
money for: Easter Seals; the thera-
peutic pool and CATscan machine at 
Southlake Hospital, and many others.

How do you tell the story of a leg-
endary man who was considered by 
many to be a hero – for both his pro-
fessional wrestling persona and as a 
real-life fundraiser/spokesperson?

You do it the way The Whip would 
have demanded – with energy, enthu-
siasm, and attention to detail.

York Region (and certainly East 
Gwillimbury) lost an important local 
treasure when Whip passed away in 
1990. He touched many in both facets 
of his life, and his immense contribu-
tions to our little part of the world 
should not be forgotten.

He was a larger-than-life character 
in the wrestling ring, but an even big-
ger champion where it mattered most.
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‘Whipper’ Billy Watson holds a prominent 
place in East Gwillimbury’s history
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ONGOING EVENTS:
Every Monday and Wednesday 
Holland Landing Storybook House
A free resource centre for families/caregivers with children from 
birth to 5 years of age.  Join us for socialization, stories, songs, 
fingerplays, waterplay, playdough, music and movement.  9:30 am - 
11:30 am at Holland Landing Public School, 16 Holland River Blvd., 
Holland Landing. 905-836-8916.  Closed school holidays and July/
August.

Every Wednesday of the Month
Self Employment Benefit (OSEB) Program
The Ontario Self Employment Benefit program helps eligible, 
unemployed individuals to start their own business. To learn more or 
to register for a session call 905-952-0981. Job Skills, 17915 Leslie 
Street. www.jobskills.org

Every Third Thursday of the Month
H.L. Country & Western Jamboree
Holland Landing Community Centre.
7 pm to 11 pm - all are welcome.
Jacquie or Walt at 905-473-7072 for info.

Every Thursday Evening
Mount Albert Legion DARTS beginning @ 7 pm
Every Friday Evening
Mount Albert Legion SNOOKER
beginning @ 7 pm - 31 Princess Street, Mount Albert

Mount Albert Friendship Club for Seniors
Ross Family Complex/Seniors Meeting Room
First Tuesday of each month Bingo at 1pm
First Wednesday of each month Potluck Luncheon, General 
Meeting and Euchre from 12-4pm
Each Wednesday is Bid Euchre at 1 pm
Each Thursday is Shuffleboard from 6pm in the Gym
Each Friday night is Bid Euchre starting at 7pm
Please contact 905-473-3305 for further information.

MARCH:
Mount Albert Village Association Monthly Director’s Meeting
- Thursday March 5th (due to March break) - 7 pm
Downstairs at the Mount Albert Community Centre
Returning to the 3rd Tuesday in April.
7pm - Downstairs at the Mount Albert Community Centre. Everyone 
is welcome. www.mountalbert.com

Family Place ‘Cabin Fever Reliever’ Event
Friday, March 6th 2015 7:00 pm to 12:00 am
11th Annual Cabin Fever Reliever Silent Auction The Family 

Place - York North Family Resource Programs in Mount Albert 
presents their 11th Annual ‘Cabin Fever Reliever’, a Silent 
Auction Charity Fundraiser. The event will take place at Mount 
Albert Community Centre (53 Main Street, Mount Albert). Dinner 
Buffet generously supplied by Zucca Ristorante and Pizzeria 
Doors open at 7pm. Ticket purchase available now. $20 per 
person. For more info, tickets, or support, please call 905-473-
5929. thefamilyplacemountalbert.com. Full proceeds raised at 
the event will go directly to the programs and operational costs.

St. Paddy’s Day Progressive Euchre Tournament  at Mount 
Albert Legion
March 14th - registration 12 noon, 1pm start. $10.00 entry fee. 
Bring your partner. Call legion for further information.

Mount Albert Legion St. Paddy’s Day Dance 
March 14th  -  8pm start.
Tickets available at the door, $10 person. Dance the Winter 
Blahs away!

Writers’ Community of York Region Luncheon Meeting
Sunday, March 15, 2015 12:30-3:00pm
Featuring James Tonn, co-founder of Podium Publishing. For 
more details, visit www.wcyork.ca. Newmarket Community 
Centre and Lion’s Hall, 200 Doug Duncan Dr. , Newmarket.

Free Diabetes Footcare Assessment
Sharon-Hope United Church, 18648 Leslie St. Sharon
Wednesday, March 25, 2015 (afternoon) by appointment only. 
Please call 905-478-1977 for an appointment.
Nurses completing a Diabetes Footcare course would like the 
opportunity to practise foot assessments under the direction 
of their instructor. They will help you identify risk factors which 
could lead to skin breakdown and foot complications associated 
with diabetes. Learn more about caring for your feet!
York Region Women’s Wellness Circle
Thursday, March 26th - 7:00 - 9:30pm  All women are welcome 
to join us this evening with sound healer, Dawn James for 
an uplifting and harmonic Singing Bowl Meditation. Soothing 
meditation with the healing vibration of the crystal and Tibetan 
bowls will bring balance and harmony to your physical and 
energy bodies. Held at Sharon Hope United Church, 18648 
Leslie St., Sharon. Cost $20.00 Host: Karen Armstrong karen@
in-side-out.com 905-836-2781.

Mount Albert United Church Roast Beef Dinner
Friday, March 27th, 4:30-7pm, continuous serve.
Adults $17.00 Children $7.00 (12yrs & under) Children 5 yrs 
and under are free. Tickets available at the door or call for more 
information Church Office 905-473-2562 Evelyn 905-473-1997 
or Betty 905-473-2247

Community Happenings
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Not-for-profit events are free to list in our print edition of The Bulletin. All other 
events, the cost is $25 plus HST. Please visit our website thebulletinmagazine.
com and fill in the Submit an Event information. Event listings are ‘first come 
first served’, space permitting.

Community Spaghetti Lunch
Sunday, March 29th at 12:30pm until 2 pm approx.
Event is free; more info: 905-729-4811. 19513 Yonge St., 
Holland Landing Community Centre - Lakeside Church of the 
Nazarene.

APRIL:
Mount Albert Village Association Easter Eggstravaganza
Saturday, April 4, 2015  10am - 12pm
Gather at Kaylie’s Kottage, and then various businesses in 
Mount Albert.There will be crafts and a community egg hunt. 
Please register how many children will be participating at 
events@mountalbert.com.

Sharon Temple Wedding Open House
April 25, 2015  1pm - 4pm
The Sharon Temple is hosting a first annual Wedding Open 
House. Come on by to visit the historical site that offers a 
beautiful backdrop for your special day. Also visit with local 
vendors that can offer their expertise for your wedding. For more 
information, contact (905)715-0879, sharontemple.ca.

MAY:
Yard Sale to benefit local shelters
May 9th - 8am to 1pm - Royal LePage Office in Holland 
Landing, located at 8 Bradford Street, will be hosting a family 
fun day and yard sale. All proceeds will be donated to local 
shelters. Those wanting to donate any items can do so at our 
office anytime after April 1st.

No Horsing 
around 

for these 
young Polo 

Players! Top picture left to right: Hailey 
Van der Burgt, Catie Van Bakel, 
Jamie Paterson, not in picture 
Alternate player Kenzie Ridd, 
Coach Phil Van der Burgt, 
Assistant Coach Arthur Strahl 
playing for the Cedar Valley Polo 
Club.
Smaller picture: Team chat 
between chukkas.

On February 
7 & 8, the Cedar 
Valley Polo Club’s 
girls Interscholastic 
team played in 
the United States 
Polo Association 
(USPA)’s Regions 
tournament.

They played 5 
qualifying games in Canada and the United States to 
make Regionals (Cedar Valley Polo Club was one of two 
teams from Canada to make the USPA Regionals).

The girls made it to semi-finals. For most of the game 
the girls were down by 4 goals but came back hard in 
the last chukkas to tie and New York got a goal just at 
the end to win by one.

The girls (who play as part of the Interscholastic 
program for high school aged girls) practice year-
round and the team also plays in Polo for Pets, Polo for 
Learning, and travel Ontario teaching pony clubs about 
polo.

Cedar Valley Polo Club is for everyone; this is not 
only for the rich. Afterall, it is only hockey on horse 
back – something we Canadians are very good at.

Cedar Valley Polo Club also has a Polo Program with 
the University of Guelph.
For more information about Cedar Valley Polo Club, visit their website: 
cedarvalleypolo.com - call (905)505-0140.
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Around Town...

East Gwillimbury Gardeners 
Tuesday, March 17, 2015 from 7 to 9pm, at the Mt. 

Albert Community Centre, 53 Main Street: The eve-
ning speaker will be Laura Mills who will speak about 
Photography in the Garden. For more information call 
905-853-7126. facebook.com/eastgwillimburygardeners, 
email: eggardeners@gmail.com or the OHA website at 
http://www.gardenontario.org/site.php/eastgwillimbury 

Author Event - Michael Crummey,
presented by The Friends of the

East Gwillimbury Library 
The Friends of the East Gwillimbury Library will 

host an author event on Thursday, March 26 with the 
award-winning Newfoundland writer Michael Crummey.  
Sweetland, his most recent novel, was a finalist for this 
year’s Governor General’s Literary Award for Fiction.

He is the bestselling author of four books of poetry, a 
book of short stories as well as four novels.  His novel, 
Galore, won the Commonwealth Book Prize in 2010 and 
was a finalist for the Governor General’s Literary Award. 
His debut novel, River Thieves, was a finalist for the 
Scotiabank Giller Prize, and The Wreckage, was a finalist 
for the Rogers Writers’ Trust Fiction Prize.

Join him on Thursday March 26, at 7:30 pm at the 
Civic Centre on Leslie St. in Sharon (beside the Sharon 
Temple.) Tickets are $10 ($8 for members) and include 
a reception and book signing.  They are available at the 
Holland Landing and Mount Albert branches of the East 
Gwillimbury Library. 

For more info: (905)478-2407 or eglibraryfriends@
gmail.com.

East Gwillimbury Trail Walks 2015 
Date: March 14, 2015 - 9:00 AM
Location: Anchor Park 
Meet at the Parking in Anchor Park off Doane Road, 

north side, in Holland Landing.

Date: April 11, 2015 - 9:00 AM
Location: Zephyr Regional Forest tract
Meet at the Parking Lot north side of Holborne Road, 

east of Hwy 48.

Georgina Pins & Needles Quilting Guild
The Quilting and Needlework Guild (quilting, knit-

ting, crocheting, sewing, needlework, etc.)  meets the 
first Tuesday of every month at Knox United Church, 34 
Market Street in Sutton, at 7 pm. Enjoy guest speakers, 
demonstrations, workshops, and project sharing. Come 
join the fun. 

Annual Membership Fee: $30.00 - Visitors Fee: 
$5.00. Call Deborah King for more information: 905-
722-9256

“Players Wanted” EGLSL
East Gwillimbury Ladies 

Softball League
 

 

Games Tuesdays:
Sharon Arena & Mount Albert

For more information, 
follow us on Facebook: EGLSL

Or call Amanda at: 905-830-9464

Registration:
April 1, Sharon Hall

7:30-9:00 pm
$110 includes jersey & banquet

Didn’t get your Bulletin in the Mail?
As you know, The Bulletin is delivered through-

out East Gwillimbury (to every household and 
business) by Canada Post.

Did the dog eat your Bulletin? Did your spouse 
pitch it into the recycling bin before you finished 
reading it? Think you got it, but not sure? Maybe 
there’s something in the current issue that you’d 
like to share with friends outside the area...

You can pick up copies of the current 
Bulletin magazine at:

• East Gwillimbury Library (Holland Landing)
• East Gwillimbury Library (Mount Albert)
• Vince’s Market (Sharon)
• Town of East Gwillimbury offices (Sharon)
• Food Land (Mount Albert)
• Antiques on 48 (Baldwin) 

Please tell them you 
saw their ad in
The Bulletin!
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Around Town...
Do you have a local tip or a story idea
about an East Gwillimbury resident? 

Please contact us:
(905)473-3093 • info@thebulletinmagazine.com

Clothing Drive at
Mount Albert Public School 

The Kidney Clothes Donation Program will be onsite 
to collect your re-usable clothing and other items includ-
ing:

• Outerwear
• Boots, shoes, purses, hats 

and belts
• Linens, fabrics & draperies
Your donations will help raise 

funds for our school & sup-
port the Kidney Foundation of 
Canada.

DID YOU KNOW...
• An estimated 1.5 million Ontarians have or are at 

increased risk for developing kidney disease.
• The two leading causes of kidney failure are: Diabetes 

and Renal Vascular Disease (high blood pressure).
• 9,800 Ontarians are currently on dialysis.

BRING YOUR BAGGED DONATIONS TO 
SCHOOL BETWEEN APRIL 13TH AND 17TH. 905-473-7700

19181 Centre St. Mount Albert

Small Pizza 

$7.88
+$1.20/topping

Medium Pizza 

$10.30
+$1.35/topping

Large Pizza 

$12.50
+$1.70/topping

*Tax and delivery 
charges apply

$20.99*
X-Large Pizza $14.78 +$2/topping

2 Medium 1 Topping
Pizzas +2L Coke Pick-up Only

Family Skate Day!
Annual
March Break

Come Enjoy Free Skating with Family, Friends & Neighbours!
Saturday, March 21st 11:00am-12:00pm

E. Gwillimbury Sports Complex (Sharon Arena)
1914B Mount Albert Rd.

19169 Centre Street
905.473.2014

www.mountalbertdental.com
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I have been in Whitehorse, Yukon Territory for about 
a week and a half. Not to say that everyone here dresses 
the way I do to go outside, in-lined snow pants, a warm 
down jacket, full hat (with solid ear coverings) hood, scarf 
and glasses to protect my eyes. Some are downright cool, 
flaunting their Yukon hardiness (and teenaged attitude) 
by wearing jeans, open jackets and ruddy cheeks and 
ears. At -35 to -40 I do feel comfortable walking into 
stores, coffee shops and even events dressed the way I do 
because, unlike at home, it is pretty common. You will 
know by now, that I like the cold. It is something I can 
dress for, it keeps freezing rain and slush at bay and frigid 
days are usually brilliant and sunny while the nights pres-
ent stars and other astrological wonders, especially the 
northern lights. 

Since I have been here the weather has been hover-
ing around -35 degrees. Cars demand plugs and most 
people are well-wrapped and yet, everyone is outside. I 
walked into town the other day and was passed by several 
cyclists. They really bundle up on their wide-tired bikes 
but they are out in all weather. In the woods, I saw snow-
shoers and cross country skiers. Schools are not closed, 
buses are running and although Air Canada doesn’t like 
to land or take off when the temperature is below -35, 
the Yukon Airline, Air North, has flights overhead several 
times a day. The squeak of the super cold snow underfoot 
and the glitter of ice crystals in the air make every day 
magical. The almost full moon for the past few days does 
the same for the night.

I love coming here in winter. For the most part, the 
average tourist waits for summer and the midnight sun 
to book a visit, so the frosty roads are not filled with RV’s 
and there are places to park should I decide to drive into 
town. But even more than that, I love the sense of com-
munity found here during the cold, dark* months. My 
daughter says because of the very short days, the whole 
place is being super social to keep an eye on their friends 
and neighbours. Some people really get down with the 
long nights. From an outsider’s perspective though, the 
whole thing looks like fun. There are art events, theatre 
and music available almost every night. There is a dance 
or party held somewhere every week if not nightly. 

The whole town gears up for Rendezvous, a long week-
end event in February that starts with colourful, high 
stepping Can Can dancers making the rounds of schools, 
seniors homes, events and bars every day for a month 
before hand. They are everywhere right now, high kick-

ing, showing off their feathers and garters, adding colour 
and music everywhere they go. Perspective Rendezvous 
Queens grace every event and bring a touch of history and 
elegance to town in their 1880’s finery. The Yukon Quest, 
the 1000 mile dog sled race from Whitehorse to Fairbanks 
is gearing up with visits from the dogs, sled rides around 
town and Musher talks for a full 2 weeks before the actual 
race day. At the same time, the Available Light Film 
Festival brings the world to life on the silver screen. There 
is the huge music festival, Frost Bite, featuring acts from 
all over North America. Everyone in Whitehorse’s 27,000 
population is a volunteer, everyone is a participant and 
no institution, workplace, school or daycare centre is 
unaffected by the constant whir of activity. In the winter, 
the two newspapers in town are so heavy with coming 
events that extra pages have to be added. 

In the summer there are still lots of activities but the 
extra long bright days seem to have a draw of their own. 
The community, although busy with festivals and activi-
ties, does not see the same intensity as the winter brings 
and the events are often geared to the tourist and not the 
local person.

As a stranger here, I feel welcomed. Walking down 
the street, people greet me cheerfully. I often find myself 
talking to strangers (don’t tell my mom).  It seems easy 
to meet people. I am invited to homes and events. I am 
pulled into the community. I LOVE it here. 

It makes me reflect often about my place back in 
Ontario. It is home. It is comfortable. I know my way 
around and don’t often have to wonder if I will meet a 
bear on one of my long rambles with the dog, but I don’t 
always feel as much a part of things there as I do in the 
Yukon.  Why is that?  I will be the first person to say that 
a snowy, slushy Ontario day with a strong wind making 
-6 feels like -20, is not a nice day for a walk, even in my 
winter bundles. People don’t always look up with a cheer-
ful wave because they are usually racing to get to the car 
or inside.  But is there something else? Is it their isolation 
here? The nearest big city is a two and a half hour flight 
away. Fun, culture and events have to be homemade. Is 
it the fact that almost everyone comes from ‘the outside,’ 
so a good part of the population is from somewhere else? 
Maybe that is why they work so hard to be welcoming. Is 
it the diversity of people, coming from all over the world 
to make the Yukon their home, including a large First 
Nations population who lend to the cultural mix? Maybe 
it is that East Gwillimbury has no real downtown where 

Written on a Cold Whitehorse Day

by Vicki PinkertonCircles
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 Library membership is free to all those who live, 

work, or attend school in East Gwillimbury,                 
Bradford-West Gwillimbury, Georgina, King,                

Newmarket, Markham & Whitchurch-Stouffville. 

Take Flight @ the Library 
March Break Programs 

 
●Lego Storystarter Workshop ●Puppet Show 

●Flying Insects ● Birds Galore ● Storytime 
with Sparky the Fire dog ●Financial Literacy 

for Kids 
And many more! See the full list of programs at egpl.ca. 

Spring Arts & Treasures Community Sale 
Mount Albert Branch, Ross Family Complex 
Saturday, April 11 
10 am—4 pm 

 
BOOK YOUR TABLE IN ADVANCE! The Board invites 
community artisans, families, local entrepreneurs and collectors 
to rent a table and sell your new and gently used treasures. 
Please call the Holland Landing Branch to book your table, (905) 
836-6492 or email info@egpl.ca. Deadline to book your table is 
March 30th.  Visit egpl.ca for full details. 
 

 Holland Landing 905-836-6492  
Mount Albert 905-473-2472 

www.egpl.ca   

neighbours meet? On the other hand, people are people 
everywhere and for the most part, open to meeting and 
enjoying life with others. Perhaps it is me. Could it be 
when I travel to the Territory, I wear my visitor face? 
Maybe I am more open to new experiences and looking 
out for interesting people. Maybe I need to practise wear-
ing that face at home. Whatever it is, it sure is great to be 
here in the North and I would love to bring some of that 
sense of community and excitement home to the grey 
days leading to spring. 

For more info about the Yukon check out www.
yukoninfo.com or contact me. 

*Just a note on the length of days: Whitehorse is pretty 
far south, sitting just north of the BC border, so it never 
experiences 24 hours of darkness around December 21 as 
many northern communities do. The sun does get up late 
(who can blame it) around 10:30 am and it doesn’t stick 
around too long, dropping around 3:30. Because it will 
be almost 24 hours of light come June 21, after Dec 21, 
the light comes back fast, at a rate of 6 minutes a day, so 
when I arrive near the end of January, it is almost expe-
riencing as many bright hours as we do. The 6 minutes a 
day difference means that the shift to spring, while not 
too noticeable on the thermometer, is very visible each 
day as the light returns.
Vicki Pinkerton lives on a small farm just outside of Mount Albert. 
When she is not driving the roads of Canada she is a practicing life 
coach, a writer and adventurer who wonders about many things. 
www.questacrosscanada.com or lifelinescoaching.org.

Almost a thousand homeless and near homeless 
Veterans have been helped by the Royal Canadian 
Legion through its “Leave the Streets Behind” Program.

“The Royal Canadian Legion has the resources to 
help Veterans directly and immediately,” says Dominion 
President of the Royal Canadian Legion, Tom Eagles. In 
2014 alone, the Legion distributed approximately $14.5 
million from our Poppy Funds to Veterans in need – 
including near homeless Veterans.

In 2012, the Legion established the national homeless 
Veterans Program, “Leave The Streets Behind” based on 
the ground breaking work of Ontario Command. The 
program’s mission is to reach out to homeless and near 
homeless Veterans, by providing immediate financial 
assistance and support when and where needed. It also 
connects them with appropriate social and community 
services to establish to a long term solution to meet their 
needs.

“The plight of homeless and near homeless Veterans 
is of growing concern which is why we launched our 
national homeless Veterans program,” says Eagles.

“Helping our homeless and near homeless Veterans 
is one more reason why joining the Legion is one of the 
best ways to help Veterans who, in many cases, have sac-
rificed so much for this nation and now find themselves 
asking for a hand-up not a hand-out,” he states.

Assistance can be provided for a variety of reasons 
including medical needs, medical equipment, emer-
gency transport and emergency financial assistance. 
Assistance can not be provided over an extended period 
of time but may be offered more than once to an indi-
vidual.

For more information on our Poppy Funds that may 
be available to a Veteran in need please visit our website 
at www.legion.ca/we-can-help/financial assistance or 
our Homeless Veterans program at www.legion.ca/we-
can-help/homeless-veterans.

Legion helps almost 1,000 
homeless veterans

by Cathy MortonFrom the Legion

Join

Prom & GraduationFashion Show
2 pm at the East Gwillimbury Women’s Show

Saturday, April 25

Check out all the latest fashion in dresses and hair 
styles. Attend for your chance to win a beauty package 

and dress! For more information, visit:
www.egwomensshow.com

&
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By Blair Matthews
The world of professional wres-

tling has always been filled with 
dropkicks, sunset flips, “good guys” 
vs. “bad guys”, and lots of yelling.

The Golden Age of professional 
wrestling may not be known for its 
flashy rock concert atmosphere that 
today’s wrestling has morphed into, 
but make no mistake about it – there 
has always been a certain degree of 
soap-opera-ish aura surrounding it.

Yes, even in the 1950s when pro 
wrestling enjoyed a unique relation-
ship with its fans via weekly tele-
vision shows, the outcome of the 
matches were pre-determined.

At the time, it was a closely-guard-
ed secret code amongst the wrestlers 
– anyone from the outside world 
must never be told that wrestling is 
scripted.

‘Whipper’ Billy Watson, perhaps 
one of Canada’s most famous profes-
sional wrestlers (and at one time, a resident of Sharon), 
lived by that code from start to finish.

Born William John Potts, ‘The Whip’ spent the early 
part of his wrestling career trying to make a name for 
himself in England. He spent 4 years abroad honing his 
craft in front of crowds in the late 1930s. He ended up 
being sidelined for 6 months with a fractured shoulder 
and broken ribs.

Undeterred, Whipper yearned to wrestle in the spot-
light at Toronto’s Maple Leaf Gardens – a territory 

run by promoter Frank Tunney. 
Whipper sent a promotional 
package to Tunney, hoping to 
get a slot in Toronto; Tunney, as 
it turned out, hadn’t even both-
ered to pick the parcel up at the 
local post office before Whipper 
was back and ready to prove 
that he could hold his own in 
Tunney’s ring.

It didn’t take long.
Seven months later, Whipper 

was the star that Tunney 
yearned for.

He had the right look: big, 
ruggedly handsome, and in 
Tunney’s eyes, a textbook 
clean-cut ‘babyface’ fan favou-
rite that people would pay to 
see.

Whipper regularly head-
lined shows in the Tunney 
territory – not just in Toronto, 

but in smaller towns like Newmarket, Sutton, 
and Kitchener. He tusseled with the likes of Fritz Von 
Erich, Gene Kiniski, Yukon Eric, Killer Kowalski, The 
Sheik, Lou Thesz, and perhaps his most notable oppo-
nent, ‘Gorgeous’ George.

Greg Oliver, a Toronto-area sports writer and col-
umnist for SLAM! Wrestling has studied the era of The 
Whip astutely.

“Canadians needed a hero,” Oliver says. “Just like 
‘Gorgeous’ George was the right man at the right time in 
the U.S., for us it was Whipper Watson. If that doesn’t 

The Making of a Champion
“Whipper” Billy Watson 

found international fame as 
a professional wrestler, but it 
was an accident outside of the 
ring that altered his path and 
motivated him to dedicate his 

life to helping others.
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speak to the difference between the U.S. and 
Canada, I don’t know what does. Blond perox-
ide star ‘bad guy’ (George) becomes legendary 
in the U.S. and here we have a clean-cut hero 
that preached nothing but good deeds.”

On March 12, 1959, 14,000 fans flocked to 
Maple Leaf Gardens to see ‘Gorgeous’ George 
vs. Whipper Billy Watson. Just five days ear-
lier, Tunney had announced the stipulations 
of the match. If Whipper won, ‘Gorgeous’ 
George would have his long blond locks shaved 
off in the middle of the ring. But if ‘Gorgeous’ 
George could beat Whipper, he’d be forced to 
retire from wrestling forever.

Just as it looked certain that Whipper would 
win with his sleeper hold applied to George, 
Gene Kiniski stormed the ring and attacked 
Whipper. The match was ruled a disqualifi-
cation against George due to outside inter-
ference; Whipper had won, but was getting 
a beatdown from Kiniski. The locker room 
emptied as the ‘good guys’ ran out to come to 
Whipper’s aid. Kiniski was chased off, while 
George Hansen, from the Maple Leaf Gardens 
barber shop, donned a white coat and gave 
‘Gorgeous’ George a buzz cut.

The fans loved every minute of it.
If there was ever any doubt about how big 

RIGHT: In the 
Toronto area, you 
could buy Whipper’s 
Beverages pop in a 
variety of flavours. 
The bottles are still 
highly collectible, 
with some selling for 
around $100 each.

BELOW: A list of 
wrestling injuries 
that Whipper had 
suffered over the 
years during his 
gruelling wrestling 
career.

(Photos courtesy: 
Canada’s Sports Hall 
of Fame.)
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a hero Whipper had become in his wrestling heyday, consider this 
excerpt from a 1944 Maclean’s Magazine article: “(Watson is)...the 
living embodiment of all the ideals of the Boy Scout movement 
and the Legion of Decency. Watson is as handsome as Robert 
Taylor, as powerful as the SS Queen Mary and as persistent and 
uncompromising as Dick Tracy in his efforts to exterminate evil. 
In moments of supreme exasperation he is likely to mutter ‘Oh, 
fudge!’ but otherwise conduct is exemplary. He is a paragon of 

virtue in the ring. If his opponent attempts to decapitate him with 
a tomahawk, misses and imbeds the tomahawk in one of the ring 

posts, Watson will help him to disengage the weapon. If his opponent 
strikes him illegally with a brass knuckle, Watson merely will smile a 

ABOVE: Whipper Billy Watson poses 
with Canadian wrestling legend Stu Hart 
(right).

LEFT: An ad and example of the weight 
lifting set and program endorsed by 
Whipper.
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sad, brave smile and break his opponent in twain, like 
a stick of dry macaroni. Watson destroys his opponents 
with the air of Sir Galahad repelling scorpions, and the 
customers love him to pieces.”

Oliver says that wrestling in those days was part of 
the culture. “We are spoiled in a world of 500 channels 
now, where there’s all sorts of different entertainment. 
Back then, wrestling was one of the only things you 
could see on TV and then go see live,” he says. “Hockey 
had the idea of only showing the first period to make 
sure people would go to the games. With wrestling you 
could see the matches and then go and see them live. 
Whipper capitalized on that, and was certainly smart 
enough to really run with it. His pop that he sold, his 
safety club, his attempts to run for public office were 
all related to his knowledge that his name meant some-
thing.”

So much, in fact, that for a brief moment in time, 
Whipper was more famous than Elvis Presley. The two 
met briefly once, with the young Presley starstruck – he 
himself was an avid wrestling fan.

Over the course of Whipper’s 35-year wrestling 
career he won the NWA/NBA World Heavyweight 

Championship twice and NWA British Empire 
Heavyweight Championship a dozen times.

On November 28, 1971, Whipper teamed with Bulldog 
Brower at the Gardens to beat Diego the Sundowner 
and Man Mountain Cannon. It was the last time he’d 
step through the ring ropes as a professional wrestler – 
2,422 documented matches later.

It was a fateful winter night two days later when 
Whipper’s wrestling career came to an abrupt end. But 

ABOVE: April 1960, CJBQ Trenton 
Studios. Whipper with ‘Timmy’ and Ted 
Snider.

RIGHT: The Easter Seals campaign, 
Sudbury, Ontario, 1979.

Liz n Paul from Liz n Paul Hair Design 
in Unionville is semi retired and 

working from home.

Men’s Cut & Style: $15
Ladies’ Cut & Style: $25

Wash & Set: $18
Kids: $12

Men’s Seniors’ Cut: $13
Colour: $25  Highlights: $45

Perm Complete: $60
- We use professional products -

Please call:

905-557-3646
41 Royal Amber Cres., Mount Albert

paulkiriaku@gmail.com

- By Appointment Only -
Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
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ABOVE: Whipper at the 1975 ‘Whipper 
Watson Provincial Snow-A-Rama for 
Timmy’ event that he founded as an Easter 
Seals fundraising event. 

Whipper takes a ride during a demonstration of the 
therapeutic pool he helped raise money to acquire. 

it wasn’t an incident inside the ring that forced him to 
retire - it was an unfortunate car accident that changed 
his life path forever. 

A car skidded out of control slamming into him as he 
loaded a fireplace screen into the trunk of his Cadillac, 
crushing his legs.

It took 3 1/2 hours of emergency surgery at 
Northwestern Hospital to repair the damage to his left 
leg. He ended up in a wheelchair for almost a year.

As a prominent public figure – one of the first 
Canadian professional wrestlers to cross over into 
mainstream celebrity status – Whipper had always 
done some degree of charity work. But when he knew 
he’d never wrestle again, he decided to use his house-
hold name and exemplary reputation to help those with 
disabilities.

For years he had been meeting kids with physical dis-
abilities, telling them that he understood their challeng-
es. His own accident and subsequent recovery told him 
otherwise and his fall from grace showed him where he 
needed to go with his life.

“For 25 years I had been putting my arm around kids 
and telling them things would be all right. I was wrong. 

For 25 years I had been lying to those kids,” Whipper 
told a Toronto Sun reporter in 1990. “Now I’m straight 
with them. No sugar-coating. Because life for the dis-
abled is always going to be tough...”

Sometimes the old adage is true: when one door 
closes another one opens. It was during his stint in 
physiotherapy that he met his second wife, Eileen (his 
physiotherapist).

And he crossed paths with East Gwillimbury resident 
(and now a newly-elected member of East Gwillimbury 
Council) Joe Persechini.

Whipper and Persechini met in 1977 at an Easter 
Seals fundraising event. By then, Whipper was a direc-
tor of Easter Seals and Persechini headed up the 
Persechini’s Easter Seal Run/Walkathon in Newmarket.

Easter Seals provides programs and services to chil-
dren and youth with physical disabilities to help them 
achieve greater independence, accessibility and integra-
tion. They also help purchase essential mobility equip-
ment such as wheelchairs, walkers, ramps or lifts.

Every year, an Easter Seals representative and ben-
eficiary is selected as an ambassador for the event. In 
the 1970s, these ambassadors were known as “Timmy” 
or “Tammy”. They have since dropped the names, but 
the ambassador concept remains.

Whipper was brought in as a guest speaker for the 
Newmarket Easter Seals event, much to the delight of 
participants, and especially Persechini.

“In the 60s I used to watch him wrestle on CHCH TV 
at 4 o’clock,” Persechini recalls.

After they met in Newmarket that day, the two even-
tually became friends, and partnered together to raise 
funds for many local causes: Georgina Cultural Centre 

Carefree Foot Care
Treatment of: diabetic feet; fungal 
nails; thick, discoloured nails; ingrown, 
involuted toenails; corns, calluses; 
trimming and filing of toenails; relaxing 
foot massage.

Larisa Toma
Registered Practical Nurse
(289)716-3445
carefreefootcare@gmail.com
www.carefreefootcare.ca
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By Pam MacDonald
Nearly 30 years ago I looked up from my desk 

at Young Drivers shocked to see my friend Dave 
Blackwell standing there with Whipper Billy Watson. 
What was this wrestling icon doing in my office?   
“Hello Pam MacDonald.  I want you to work on my 
campaign to raise money for a Catscan for the hospi-
tal.”  I remember mumbling, “Okay.”  (How do you 
say no to a 300 pound+ World Wrestling Champion?)  
Little did I know that one word was going to affect the 
rest of my life.

Working with him for nearly a year, I quickly 
learned Whipper had the ability to make everyone 
feel they were part of his team and made it impossible 
to say no.  When it came to fundraising and under-
standing and motivating people, he was the most 
knowledgeable person I have ever met.

He believed special events were the key to a suc-
cessful fundraising campaign.  Maybe they didn’t 
raise the majority of the money, but it was the many 
groups and volunteers who organized the events that 
got the media coverage and got the message out to 
potential donors.

He paid attention to details.  Whipper was very 
proud to be named one of Canada’s Best Dressed Men 
and was fastidious about his clothes.  He took that 
same attention to detail into everything he did and 
demanded the same from committee members.   

I remember seeing boxes of thank you letters piled 

high on his dining room table.  Whipper personally 
signed every letter. “It’s the least I can do for people 
who are willing to make a donation.”  

Many groups organized events to raise money for 
the Catscan campaign and Whipper went to every 
one, sometimes several in a day.  One of my jobs was 
to brief him on each event before we arrived.  It was 
important to Whipper to personally acknowledge the 
work of the volunteers and be able to address them 
by name.

It didn’t matter where we went, people flocked to 
him and he always had time to stop and talk and sign 
autographs no matter how tired he was or how long 
his day had been.  But inevitably someone always 
asked if wrestling was “fake” and oh how that got him 
riled up.  “Does it look like it’s fake when wrestlers get 
thrown around the ring?  Do you have any idea how 
much they work to stay in shape and not get injured?”  

As the campaign was coming to an end, Whipper 
told me what I needed to do next was run for munici-
pal politics.  Thanks to his advice and encouragement, 
I did in fact run in the next election and spent 9 great 
years on Newmarket council with people who shaped 
Newmarket like Ray Twinney, Diane Humeniuk, Tom 
Taylor and Dave Kerwin. I tried to take Whipper’s 
“get it done” attitude into my political career and am 
proud to have chaired the committees that expanded 
the library, opened a museum, built the Newmarket 
Theatre and built an arena.     

905.898.1211

YOUR REAL ESTATE
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Remembering Whipper... 30 Years Later

(which houses the Stephen Leacock Theatre); Whipper 
Watson therapeutic pool (at Southlake Hospital); a year-
long campaign to buy a CATscan machine; and many 
Easter Seals events and telethons.

He supported a huge list of Canadian groups outside of 
his work with Easter Seals including: the Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation; the Hugh MacMillan Centre; the Multiple 
Sclerosis Society of Canada; the Bob Rumball Centre for the 

KNOW?DID YOU

Whipper Billy Watson was awarded the Order of  
Canada in 1984, and received the Order of  Ontario 
award in 1987 for his humanitarian contributions.

In 2002, a book ‘Top 100 Pro Wrestlers of  All 
Time’ by John F. Molinaro ranked Whipper as #86. 
His greatest opponent, Lou Thesz, ranked #2.
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Deaf; and the Canadian Paraplegic Association.
One of Whipper’s best-known charity 

events was the 
‘Whipper Watson 
Provincial Snow-
A-Rama for 
Timmy’ that he 
founded in 1975. 
The event was a 
snowmobile trail 
ride where partici-
pants would solicit 
pledges to raise 
money for Easter 
Seals. In its first 
year, 12 commu-
nities participated 
and together raised 
$130,000. Since 
the inaugural year, 
Snow-A-Rama has 
raised more than 
$16 million in at 
least 20 communi-
ties. The event still 
continues every year in 
places like Timmins, 
Walkerton, Morrisburg, 
and Kemptville.

Over time, Persechini says Whipper became like 
a father to him, and taught him how to better him-
self while treating others with respect. And anytime 
Whipper took on a new fundraising cause, Persechini 
was right there beside him.

“We had some really good times along the way,” 
Persechini says. “We had many dinners at my house, 
many dinners at his house.” They went jogging twice a 

week together, and along with a few other friends, often 
went fishing.

On more than one occasion, Persechini remembers 
Whipper telling him that every time he did a speaking 
engagement it was like being in a wrestling match – he 
gave all his energy to the crowd, he spoke from his 

heart, and put feel-
ing into it because 
the crowd could see 
it if you didn’t.

Whipper had 
a way of making 
people gravitate 
towards him. “He 
was a gentle giant, 
both inside and 
outside the ring,” 
Persechini says. 
“He was a warm, 
gentle man and a 
special person. He 
did nothing but 
help people.”

Had his career 
not ended prema-
turely, Persechini 
thinks Whipper 
might have stayed 
in the wrestling 
world for at least 

a few more years, in some capacity.
Whipper Billy Watson, a man who provided so much 

entertainment to wrestling fans in the sport’s golden 
era, and brought people together in ways no one else 
could, died on February 4, 1990 of a heart attack at his 
winter home in Florida. He was 74.

His death made headlines in newspapers across the 

Two wrestling programs 
featuring Whipper Billy 
Watson, circa 1956.
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For over 70 years Silver Eagle Cottages 
has been serving guests and their families. 
Our updated, freshly renovated cottages 
are just steps from the beach and offer all 

the comforts of home!

Located in 
Beautiful 

Haliburton

To book your cottage rental call:
705-754-2497 or Toll Free: 1-800-495-6348

www.silvereaglecottages.com

Come visit a unique cottage resort that is one of Haliburton’s best kept secrets.

country as hundreds of friends, family, and fans gathered 
at his funeral. Persechini was one of the 8 pallbearers – 
another was Gene Kiniski, one of Whipper’s “arch rivals” 
from his wrestling days. Kiniski flew from Vancouver to 
attend the funeral and say goodbye to a man who he had 
travelled up and down the road with for years. In fact, 
it was in a tag team match against Whipper that Kiniski 
made his debut in 1956.

Even decades after Whipper hung up his wrestling 
tights, Persechini says he never spoke about what went 
on behind the curtain in wrestling. Long-removed from 
a business that was engrained in him, Whipper stayed 
tight-lipped. Professional wrestling historians maintain 
that wrestling matches have always had pre-determined 
outcomes. Whipper adamantly disagreed. “We don’t 
fix that, we never did that,” Persechini remembers him 
claiming. He wasn’t about to argue with the Whip.

And why would he? 
“It looked real to me,” Persechini reasons. “And it was 

a good entertaining show. It was art.”
Appreciation is expressed to Joe Persechini, who dug into Whipper’s 
personal archives and provided photos and momentos for this article.  
Greg Oliver has written six books about professional wrestling. His 
latest books, though, are all hockey-related: Don’t Call Me Goon, 
The Goaltenders’ Union, Written in Blue & White, and Duck With The 
Puck. Visit SLAM! Wrestling at: http://slam.canoe.ca/Slam/Wrestling. 
For more information about Easter Seals, visit: www.easterseals.org.
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Living Space

Going it alone

Susan Crema-Martin is a Certified Master Canadian Staging Professional who works with clients 
that are selling their home or are looking for assistance in redesigning their space they live in. Note:  
Martin Designs is the recipient of the Best of Houzz 2015 for customer service.Visit Houzz.com - find 
a pro - Martin Designs. 

by Susan Crema-Martin

On average, people only sell their home once or twice 
in their lifetime.  In today’s fast-paced market, hiring 
the right Professional can be worth thousands of dollars!  
Clients want to make as much money as possible on the 
sale of their home and sometimes forgo staging to save 
money.  In reality, this is often a HUGE mistake and can 
compromise the sale of their home and the value they 
receive for their largest investment.

Real Estate Agents see homes every day, but that 
alone doesn’t make them experts in home staging.  
Qualified Professional Stagers do this for a living and an 
entire industry has cropped up because of the need for 
this crucial skill.  How a home looks everyday and how it 
looks in 1” MLS photos are two entirely different things.  
With 93% of Buyers starting their home search online, 
it’s more important than ever to make first impressions 
count!  Many great homes are passed over for showings 
in favour of competing homes that show more attrac-
tively online.

The Three Keys to Success in Home Staging:
It’s NOT all about you
A property should be showcased in a way that it can 

attract many types of Buyers, not just the few that love 
your taste and sense of décor….  

The key to a professionally-staged property is to 
enable Buyers to picture themselves living there.  
De-personalizing and de-cluttering creates a neutral and 
attractive environment any Buyer can picture coming 
home to and makes the purchasing decision that much 

easier.
Renovations/Painting
Homes that come with a “honey do list” are a big 

deterrent in today’s market.  With everyone leading busy 
lives, it is a turn-off, if not a “show-stopper” for Buyers to 
have to start renovating, remodelling and spending after 
a big purchase.

A Professional Stager will skillfully point out the key 
renovations needed to create a “move-in ready” property 
to generate top dollar for the home and a higher return 
on the Seller’s investment.

Having to paint may seem daunting, but it is a cru-
cial aspect in preparing a home for sale.  Choosing the 
RIGHT colours are so imperative to selling a property.  
Buyers’ sense when a property has the right tone/colour 
on the wall and the space is nicely decorated.  Creating 
the right atmosphere draws a buyer into the property 
allowing them to connect emotionally with the home.  

Crowded Space
It takes a skilled eye to see a property and develop a 

feel for a house. A Staging Consultation develops a sense 
of how furnishings, art and accessories can be moved 
around to create better flow, function and open space. 
For a Buyer to feel comfortable, the house needs to feel 
spacious.  Having furniture positioned properly along 
with the right art and accessories creates a room that 
feels right.

Capturing the Buyer’s emotion leads to a quick sale at 
top dollar – and that makes everyone happy!

Hort Happenings

BEFORE STAGING AFTER STAGING
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As a gardener I can honestly say I am so over winter.  
It has been so cold that I don’t want to move out of 
the warmth of my home most days.  Now that March 
has arrived I hope that the worst is over and those 
snowdrops will show themselves soon in my garden.  
Houseplants may need to be divided or repotted at this 
time of the year.  Are you planning on starting seeds 
this year?  Now would be the time to wash out old pots 
and purchase some fresh seed starter mix to give them 
a good start. 

The new season of East Gwillimbury Gardeners 
meetings and events began in February with floral 
designer Mary-Ann Vercammen.  We have planned an 
exciting year of guest speakers on a variety of topics.  
One will surely interest you.  

There are several Garden shows that are going on 
not that far away where our senses can be filled with 
the sight and smell of spring flowers.  Canada Blooms 
begins March 13 through to March 22 at the Direct 
Energy Centre, Exhibition Place in Toronto. Visit their 
website for more info at www.canadablooms.com.   The 
Toronto Botanical Garden is a interesting place to hear 
great speakers and take classes.  Visit their website at 
www.torontobotancicalgarden.ca.

On Tuesday, March 17 at 7:30pm, speaker Laura 
Mills, award winning professional photographer and 
artist will discuss Photography in the Garden.  Also 
planned is a little celebration to mark the anniver-
sary of receiving our official status as 
a Society of the Ontario Horticultural 
Association.  We prematurely celebrat-
ed last year as being 90 years old but 
were corrected by the OHA historian.  
We know that we have it correct this 
year.  As it is also St. Patrick’s Day we 
may have a green cake as a sign of our 
green thumbs.  

The Junior Gardeners will be meet-
ing at 7pm. In February the Juniors 
made an amazing suet feeder out of suet 
donated by the Foodland store in Mt. 
Albert and some very large pinecones.   I 
wanted to get my hands in there too but 
the kids were really enjoying the expe-
rience.  I am sure there are some very 

happy birds enjoying the feeders.   For the March meet-
ing the Juniors will be dividing and planting Dahlias. 

Meetings are held at the Mt. Albert Community Hall 
on Main Street in Mt. Albert on the third Tuesday of 
each month except December and January. The meet-
ings begin at 7:30.  Juniors are 7pm.  All are welcome 
to come out and see what we are all about.   Lug a mug 
and get a ticket for a chance at a prize.

It is not too soon to think Plant 
Sale.  Our annual Spring Plant and 
Bake Sale is on Saturday, May 23 
from 10 to noon.  Mark your calen-
dar.  

For more information about us 
you can visit our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/eastgwillim-
burygardeners or send us an email 
at eggardeners@gmail.com.

We can also be found at www.
gardenontario.org/site.php/eastg-
willimbury or call Valerie at 905 
853-7126.
Valerie Liney is President of the East 
Gwillimbury Gardeners and Horticultural 
Society.

Garden show season
is upon us

Hort Happenings by Valerie Liney 

Photo by: Tina Forrester
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Neighbourhood Network

Celebrating Our Youth

by SusanBoyne-Bird 

The school year is more than half 
over.

To all those secondary students 
out there, I pose the question …. 
Have you earned your quota of 
community involvement hours for 
this year?

Community involvement hours 
have been mandated by the Ministry 
of Education and are a requirement 
for receiving one’s secondary school 
diploma.

A student must have accumu-
lated a minimum of 40 hours by the 
end of their Grade 12 year. The good 
news is that they can get started as 
early as the summer after graduat-
ing from Grade 8! 

Why has the Ministry mandat-
ed such an exercise? To answer 
this question I researched both the 
YRDSB and YCDSB websites to see 
what each of their policies had to 
say. Other than a differential in 
terminology (the Catholic board 
refers to these hours as Christian 
Community service), both recog-
nize that formal education is only 
part of an individual’s learning. 
“Community involvement is about 
giving of oneself to make a difference 
for others and for the greater good 
of the community,” says the YRDSB 
site. It goes on to connect the ben-
efits of volunteerism with develop-
ing the Character Attributes which 
we, as a Region, have embraced. 
Indeed, by asking students to take 
this kind of civic responsibility we 
are creating better citizens or as the 
Catholic board points out that it is 
helping the students “to grow in 
their faith life”. 

More good news! The eligible 
list of experiences is very open and 

inclusive. As long as the students 
are performing these duties outside 
of instructional time and without 
pay, the volunteer duty will most 
likely qualify. But where does one 
find these opportunities? Let me 
introduce you to Neighbourhood 
Network! We are in the business 
of matching our non-profit/charity 
partners with volunteers. To get on 
our list, go to www.nnetwork.org 
and follow the prompts to sign on. 
Not only will you find many volun-
teer opportunities, but you can also 
track your hours right there on your 
very own profile. 

On many an occasion when I’ve 
asked a youth if they have accu-
mulated their volunteer hours, the 
answer is, “I had them all done in 
the first few months of Grade 9!” 
That’s great BUT don’t stop! We 
want to create lifelong volunteers...  
and at Neighbourhood Network we 
like to recognize those amazing stu-
dents who go above and beyond the 
minimum.

If you are one of those students 
and are graduating this year, we 

urge you to apply for the Give Back 
Award.

Each year we reward 20 indi-
viduals who make a positive contri-
bution to fellow students and citi-
zens and who have demonstrated 
a strong commitment to their com-
munity. The prize of $500 cash 
is donated by Magna International 
and can be used by the recipient any 
way he or she chooses!

To apply and/or to read more 
about the Give Back Awards, 
go to www.nnetwork.org/
GiveBackAwards. The deadline for 
applications is March 20 at 4:30pm. 

So don’t be shy … Don’t be hum-
ble. If you have chosen to Step 
Up and Give Back throughout your 
secondary school years, let us know 
about it! And if you are an organi-
zation that relies on volunteers like 
this, please encourage those stu-
dents who have made a difference 
to apply. 
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The Way We Were...

Some East Gwillimbury 
Goings-on Early in 1915

by Allan McGillivray

Let’s look back 100 years to 
see some of the things that hap-
pened in East Gwillimbury as 
1915 was getting underway.

A “local option” vote had 
been held at Holland Landing. 
64 people voted for local option 
while 39 were against it.  That 
vote was about whether or not 
the local folks wanted a ban 
on selling liquor. It was later 
reported that a Holland Landing 
man connected with the local 
option people was so crooked 
that he couldn’t lie down straight 
in bed.

The East Gwillimbury Council was acclaimed at the 
recent election.  H. D. Ramsden was reeve, John H. 
Proctor deputy-reeve and councillors were John A. Cole, 
Thomas Stickwood and Charles H. Harris.  At that time, 
Holland Landing was a separate municipality.  S. R. 
Goodwin was reeve with councillors D. Bell, W. C. Lane, 
James R. Rout and Watson Sweezie.

In Mount Albert, it was decided to close the stores 
on Thursday evenings during January, February and 
March.  They would still be open Saturday evenings.

J. F. Cook of Mount Albert held a skating carnival 
at his rink on Main Street. About two hundred people 
attended.  Music was by the Sanderson brothers, and 
Lorne Mainprize won the free-for-all race.  A carnival at 
Queensville was postponed because of rain which made 
the roads very slippery.

Another time, Miss Elva Doan while skating at the 
Queensville rink fell, wrenching her ankle and knee.

In those days, sports were not to take place on Sunday.  
There was a complaint at Brown Hill that young people 
had been skating on Sunday afternoon.  They were told 
that such “disorderly conduct” was not to take place on 
the Sabbath.  There were similar complaints at Holland 
Landing where young people were skating on the canal 
on Sunday.

The Mount Albert Public Library reported that they 
had made another purchase of books amounting to $50.  
How many books would that buy today?

A young man on the 7th was hunting a weasel in the 
barn.  His dog who was helping stuck his nose against a 

knothole and received the shot 
intended for the weasel.  It was 
reported that the dog would 
recover.  We don’t know if the 
young fellow got the weasel.

According to the Queensville 
news, the new station there was 
a credit to the radial railway 
line, and it was no longer a 
hardship to wait for a car.  This 
station was built in the fall of 
1914 to replace the earlier 1908 
station, and was recently moved 
to Sharon where it is located on 
the south side of Mount Albert 
Road near the former radial 

line.
Allen Theaker of Mount Albert advertised: “Don’t eat 

bad bread and grow cranky.  Buy Purity or Five Roses 
flour.”  He would take grain in exchange for flour.  What 
would happen if we tried trading grain for flour today?

The East Gwillimbury Council passed a by-law which 
would give a land owner 15 cents a rod for replacing a 
wooden (rail) fence by a wire fence along a road where 
snow or sand accumulated.  Yes, where there was sand 
it would drift onto roads in high winds.

Of course World War I was well underway in 1915.  A 
Patriotic Concert was held in the Queensville Methodist 
Church to raise funds for war work.  The Queensville 
Institute got $50 from Council to help with the Patriotic 
Fund, and they immediately bought flannel and yarn 
and got to work.

The Mount Albert Institute also got $50.  They 
shipped 3 boxes of clothing valued at $110 to the sol-
diers.  This included day sheets, night sheets, surgical 
jackets, bed jackets, bandages, handkerchiefs and 43 
pairs of socks.

Alex Milne of Queensville had blood poisoning in his 
hand for a month, and had to have it amputated.

Frank Ausman of Sharon announced that he was 
going into the chicken business on a large scale.

The Sharon band boys went to Toronto to get new 
uniforms.  They were going to be in grand style in 1915 
which of course was 100 years ago.
Allan McGillivray grew up near Mount Albert and still resides a 
few miles away.

This station was built in the fall of 1908 and 
was recently moved to Sharon where it is 
located on the south side of Mount Albert Rd.
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Through My Eyes

Born to be different

by Michayla Fraser

“It’s okay to be different.” – something that many 
children are told from a very young age. However, as a 
teenager, I can’t help but notice that certain flaws in our 
society force people to be exactly the same. For me this 
began when my tiny feet stepped into kindergarten and 
I began following in both my sisters’ path. All the way 
though grade school you are told to sit in your chair for 
5 hours a day where you learn the exact same material 
as the kid sitting next to you the exact same way that 
your teacher learns, typically. If you don’t learn that way 
you are considered disruptive and are then isolated from 
certain lessons and actives for years to come. Although 
times have changed and different learning styles have 
been incorporated into the curriculum, I’m not quite 
sure if it has been fully accepted. 

I have two older sisters who have guided the way all 
throughout my life, and yes I’ll admit that it was a little 
hard to follow in their footsteps growing up. The com-
ments from teachers to my parents on interview night 
made it seem like I was a “wild child” and that because I 
was “different from the other two” I made poor choices. 
I felt that I was just misunderstood because I didn’t live 
up to certain expectations. I was never afraid to stick up 
for myself, a character trait that was considered talk-
ing back, in a sense. I had to stand up while drawing a 

picture, but that meant I couldn’t follow classroom rules 
correctly. “She hates reading books” implied that I fell 
behind my classmates, but what it really meant was that 
the material I was given failed to engage me. This kind 
of thing made it hard to accept that it was okay to be dif-
ferent from my sisters, but I sort of liked the impression 
of it being possible. 

I’ve come to notice that I love the idea of not being 
what people expect me to be. My parents would say that 
it is something that turns their hair greyer due to spon-
taneous decisions I tend to make, but I believe that it 
makes my life more interesting and empowering. Both 
of my sisters attended post secondary right out of high 
school, something I intended to do as well and never 
thought twice about. It was my next move because that’s 
what they did and it just seemed like the right thing to 
do. Let’s just say that you have no idea how quickly my 
parents received a phone call from me in September ask-
ing them to come pick me up and take me home. It was 
“different” that’s for sure – something nobody expected 
– not even me. 

I still have people tell me that I am so different from 
my sisters, but isn’t that how it should be? Yes, we acquire 
some of the same values and beliefs, but I enjoy hearing 
about their different lives, and learning new things from 
them because it is unfamiliar to me. We should never be 
ashamed of doing things our own way, or feel the need to 
be exactly the same as the person sitting next to us. We 
all choose to live our lives individually because each one 
of us was born to be different and I wouldn’t want it any 
other way. 
Michayla Fraser is a writer from Holland Landing who is planning 
on pursuing a career within the Journalism field.

website: handsintuitive.ca  
905-960-7060

Massage Therapy est. 1995

     Elizabeth Cowie, RMT
         Registered Massage Therapist

Celebrating
20 years

in Mount Albert

Shiatsu Therapy    Reflexology    Massage Therapy

Experience an “effective change”
with Massage Therapy

Appointments accepted by phone, email and on our website.
email: rmtcowie@gmail.com

Gift Certificates available 9 week course starts April 27th
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Piece of Mind

Life’s Routine 
by Alexandria Lipani

When I first learned to drive a car, I never thought I’d 
be able to drive alone. There were so many things that I 
had to pay attention to: blind spots, side and rear view 
mirrors, my speed, other cars surrounding me, bikers 
and pedestrians. I said to myself, “there is no possible 
way a person can handle all this at once.” There was also 
the “no second chance” factor – driving is a big respon-
sibility and there are no do-overs if something goes 
wrong. Eventually, with lots and lots of practice I got my 
license and now, driving is like nothing to me – I could 
do it in my sleep. I’m still alert of my surroundings, but 
I’m more comfortable and relaxed to the point where 
my mind and body are almost in a state of “auto-pilot.” 
What I realized from this is how fast we become accus-
tomed to things in life, how fast things become ordinary. 

On the evening news there are reports of crime, 
accidents and deaths. We hear them, we see them, 
and we acknowledge that these things are happening 
around us every day, but they don’t resonate with us. 
After the screen changes to sports highlights, the radio 
starts playing your favourite song or you turn the page 
of your newspaper, our minds forget what we’ve heard 
and begin to decipher the next concept in a matter of 
minutes. 

We wake up in the morning with a plan – take a 
shower, brush our teeth, eat breakfast, go to work, come 
home, eat dinner, go to sleep. This is our routine. It’s 
one that we know, one that we have become used to, 
a day that is familiar. I have found that the sounds of 
the outdoors go by unnoticed – the crickets and birds 
chirping, the wind howling and the noise of the cars are 
constantly there but become a background soundtrack 

to our minds. The people in front of us in the line to get 
coffee or lunch are just obstacles in our way to our desti-
nation. The woman yelling into her cellphone two spots 
behind us is just another angry boss. The child pulling 
on her father’s pant leg, crying because she can’t have ice 
cream doesn’t faze us.    

Over the years and years of repetitive cycles and pat-
terns, we don’t realize the substance of the task at hand 
until we run into complications – a flaw in the system. 
When we must stop what we are doing, go back and 
evaluate, that is the element that strikes realization of 
the chaotic environment around us.

Our bodies prepare us for the seasons – embracing 
the warmth of the summer, accepting the frigidness of 
the cold winter. Our minds understand the reactions 
that we are expected to make, the reactions that are 
acceptable to specific situations. We know to wave back 
at someone who waves, smile back at a grinning stranger 
and avoid a strange looking situation in fear of what the 
outcome will be. 

I have realized that in life we are afraid to experience 
the unknown. We feel uncomfortable in situations that 
are not familiar, that are new. We think twice about 
stepping into environments that are foreign because 
we will have to create a new routine for how we execute 
it. But then, when we’ve done it once and we become 
used to it, the situation no longer feels foreign – we 
become accustomed like everything else in our day. 
Then our bodies are switched back on to auto-pilot, and 
it becomes ordinary once again. 
Alexandria Lipani is a York University communications student. 
She is a writer and aspiring journalist from Queensville.

In Home Hair 
Care Services

Professional hair care in the
comfort of your own home
HomeHairCare@Rogers.Com

HairCareServices.wix.com/home

905-960-1571

Mary Murphy

Home Staging Services
Interior Decorating
Colour Consultations

 905-717-7865
susan@martindesigns.ca

www.martindesigns.ca

Susan Crema-Martin  Master of Real Estate Staging 
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Fireproofing available

Realty-Wise

Beware: Radon Gas is in
our Homes!

by Lee Lander

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas pro-
duced by a breakdown of the uranium in soil, rocks, 
and water. When released into the atmosphere it’s typi-
cally diluted enough that it doesn’t pose any real threat 
to our health. However, the trouble begins when Radon 
builds up inside an enclosed area like our homes, espe-
cially during the winter when we are likely to go months 
without opening our windows for any length of time.

Without us knowing, Radon can enter our homes 
through cracks in the foundation or other openings 
such as floor drains, sumps, and gaps around service 
pipes. In fact Health Canada performed a study in 2012 
that indicated that an estimated 6.9% of Canadians 
were living in homes with Radon readings above the 
acceptable guideline of 200 Becquerel per cubic metre, 
or Bq/m3.

Health Canada says that this colourless, odourless, 
and tasteless gas is the second leading cause of lung 
cancer in Canada, behind smoking. An estimated 16% 
of lung cancer deaths can be attributed in some way to 
Radon.

Suffice it to say, monitoring and mitigating Radon in 
our homes should be added to our routine home main-
tenance checklist.

As is usually the case there are two basic options: 
do it yourself or hire a professional. Of course the DIY 
route will likely be more cost-effective however as with 
most things in life, you get what you pay for. For this 
reason it may be worth consulting with a trained pro-

fessional to reduce the chance of mistaken process or 
misinterpretation of the results.

Regardless, Radon levels can fluctuate day to day 
and also with the changing seasons. Therefore it’s 
Health Canada’s recommendation that long term tests 
conducted over at least 3 months will provide you with 
an accurate indication of the average level of the gas 
in your home. Once this is known you will be able to 
determine what, if any, mitigation activities are appro-
priate.

We have been aware for years of the danger of 
Carbon-Monoxide and of course we should all have 
detectors in our homes according to current building 
standards. But this lesser known “occupant” could also 
be making our homes a dangerous place to live and it 
would be wise for all of us to pay it a little more atten-
tion.

The Canadian Real Estate Association’s publica-
tion A Homeowner’s Guide to Radon provides more 
information about this gas in your home and what to 
do about it. Feel free to contact me if you would like a 
copy.
Lee Lander is a Broker with Remax Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage 
and has been an award winning, top producing, full time Realtor 
every year of her career. As a long term East Gwillimbury resident, 
Lee focuses her attention on the northern York and South Simcoe 
Regions, and boasts a vast list of satisfied customers and 
associates whose referrals make up over 95% of Lee’s business 
activities. Contact Lee directly at lee@leelander.com.
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Make more of citrus goodness 
with these tantalizing recipes MARCH IS WALLPAPER MONTH!

19124 Centre Street, Mount Albert
905-473-6588

wallpaper book selection
- Ends March 31, 2015 -

10% - 30% off

Give her a gift she’ll LOVE
for any occasion!

We are an Authorized Lampe Berger dealer.

Visit Our
Facebook Page

Drop in for wallpaper tips

Citrus fruit is universally popular and for many peo-
ple, it’s an irreplaceable food. From lemons and Navel 
oranges, to grapefruit and gold nugget mandarins, citrus 
is known for its distinct and refreshing taste. It is often 
enjoyed on its own, but has the versatility and flavour 
profile to bring everyday recipes to life in unexpected 
ways.

To showcase the versatility of California-grown citrus, 
Kimberly Schlegel Whitman, Sunkist lifestyle expert, has 
developed two quick and easy recipes that kids will love.

Citrus Salsa: The first step is to hollow out the peel of 
an orange. In a bowl, combine slices of Navel oranges, 
grapefruit and Cara Cara oranges. Then, add fresh lime 
juice and mix together.

Once combined, add a scoop of the citrus salsa to the 
hollowed orange peel. Then, simply add some mint as 
a garnish and serve. It’s a delicious and nutrition snack 
that’s perfect for any play date.

Citrus Parfait: Simply add a layer of Cara Cara orange 
slices to the bottom of a small clear bowl. Then add a layer 
of Navel orange slices, followed by grapefruit slices. Place 
a dollop of whipped cream on top, garnish with some 

mint and serve.
Additional citrus tips are available online at Sunkist.

com.
- Source: NewsCanada.com
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WellnessIdentify where this photo was taken
for your chance to win!

In each Bulletin we’ll 
include a photo taken 
in some area of East 
Gwillimbury.

If you recognize where 
the photo is from, head 
over to our new website, 
click on the ‘Identify the 
Photo’ link, and fill out 
the online form.  

Correct answers will 
be put into a draw and 
ONE lucky person will 
win a $10 SUBWAY gift 
card.

Note: Please 
online or snail mail only - no phone calls with 
the answer. Our mailing address is on Page 3.

We’ll publish the answer in the April 2015 issue along 
with the name of the winner. Good luck, and keep your 
eyes open!

THE RULES: This is NOT a geocache. There is 
nothing hidden in this spot. You only have to iden-

tify where the photo was 
taken for the answer to be 
correct. Only one entry 
per person per month.  
Winners are not eligible 
to win the contest again 
in the same calendar year.

Depending on where 
you live, this month’s 
photo might be easy - or 
it might be a challenge. 
Either way, no hints 
here. But if you visit the 
Bulletin’s Facebook Page, 
we’ll give you a cou-
ple of really good clues! 

You can find our Facebook page at: facebook.com/
EGbulletinmagazine.

WINNER of $10 Subway gift card for identi-
fying our February photo: Cheryl Walsh from 
Holland Landing. 

Thanks to everyone who sent in the correct answer! 
We hope you’ll try your luck for the March photo.

LAST MONTH’S
PHOTO

Call or email me today -
I’m in your neighbourhood!

The war memorial 
sculpture in front of the 
East Gwillimbury Town 
Civic Centre in Sharon.Emotional Issues • Anger Management

Addictions & Grief Counselling
Seniors Issues • Anxiety and Depression

Immediate
Appointments

Available

COUNSELLING
Individual, Couple & Family

THIS MONTH’S
PHOTO

Submit your answer at:
www.thebulletinmagazine.com
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Wellness by Raymond Mark

Listen, be honest with yourself. Do you have any 
addictive behaviours or attitudes?  This calls for a little 
self-analysis. Your addiction could be to alcohol, ciga-
rettes, or illicit or illegal recreational drugs, or it could 
even be chocolate, cola or coffee. With the advent of the 
Internet it has made it easier for us to shop on eBay or 
other online shopping, to gamble, to view pornography 
and to chat socially. Instead of us going to the product, 
the product comes to us. All this instant access any time 
of the day, makes it easy for us to acquire addictive 
behaviours or attitudes. One thing that is often over-
looked as an addictive behaviour is our access to social 
media. Let’s face it, our cell phones can also be addictive 
and for many of us, they are.

Giving up a long-term addictive behaviour will not be 
easy. It may also be difficult to imagine life without it. 
These behaviours and attitudes range from one extreme 
to the other. In their severest form they can be debilitat-
ing and interfere with our ability to cope.  Despite how 
difficult it may seem to deprive yourself of the immedi-
ate comfort of using a substance or activity – you can 
do it.

Let’s face it, none of us want to disrupt our work life, 
social life, relationships, study, or general day-to-day 
productivity and environment. When use of substances, 
or engagement in activities like gambling, for example, 
begin to have a discernible negative impact on the qual-
ity of our lives it is very probable that they are out of 
hand. And you may well have crossed the threshold 
from use to misuse. You may be addicted, or dependent. 
Dependency (or addiction) usually refers to a habit of 
reliance on a substance, drugs or alcohol, or compulsive 
behaviour, shopping, gambling, etc.

Trying to talk yourself out of facing up to addictive 
behaviours isn’t uncommon. One morning you may be 
determined to quit, and by the afternoon you have con-
vinced yourself that you can handle moderate use and 
you don’t need to go cold turkey. Don’t let your addictive 
urges talk you out of a recovery plan. Addictions serve 
a purpose. Though ultimately damaging in the long 
term, they usually start out as providing instantaneous 
or short-term relief from emotional, physical or mental 
pain – and sometimes all three.  In order to give it up  
you need to replace your addiction with other healthier 
substitute behaviours, so really examining the reasons 

you rely upon it makes sense. The more you understand 
about the reasons you use your addictive behaviour, the 
better armed you are for anticipating high-risk situa-
tions and recognizing the point at which you decide to 
use (affording you a chance to revoke your decision).

The use of addictive behaviours is sometimes referred 
to as self-medicating. It reflects the individual’s mis-
guided attempts to manage emotional pain and mental 
discomfort. If you’re suffering from anxiety or depres-
sive disorder, you may resort to alcohol as a means 
of getting some temporary relief. The problem is that 
using alcohol for immediate relief from discomfort 
leads to worsening symptoms in the long run and addi-
tional practical problems.

The reason why we act in an addictive manner is 
what we call a trigger. Triggers can be anything from 
stress at work, low self-image, debt, health problems, 
and many others. It is important to find out what trig-
gers us into action, and to attempt alternative activities. 
It is an attempt to divert our mind away from the addic-
tive behaviour. You also need something absorbing or 
relaxing to do when you are accosted by cravings, beset 
by boredom or requiring a reward. You may be able to 
discover these alternative activities on your own. If, 
however, this continues to be troubling and not getting 
any better you will need help from an outside source. 
This may be a trusted friend or if necessary, a therapist. 
Support and encouragement from others is very useful 
in recovery; in fact, it is essential. Friends and family 
may find it very difficult to be objective when helping 
you deal with your problem. Perhaps you have tried 
to give it up on your own several times but have never 
been able to sustain abstinence for more than a few days 
or weeks. This is the time you have to seek professional 
advice.

Addictive behaviours which are used over a long 
period of time can cause severe damage to our bodies 
and minds. This includes what many may consider to be 
a harmless behaviour pattern such as shopping or mild 
use of gambling on the Internet. Never let a behaviour 
take control; we need to be in control of our behaviours 
and more importantly, our mind.
Raymond Mark has lived in East Gwillimbury for over 30 years. 
He is a psychotherapist in private practice.  He has enjoyed 
coaching minor softball and has an interest in photography.

Addictive Behaviours & 
Attitudes
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We all do it. We get stuck in a routine, one that is 
generally not helping us reach our goals. We have the 
best of intentions to come home and go for a walk or a 
run, or hit the gym, or whatever. But for some reason, 
day in and day out, we come home, plunk ourselves 
down on the couch, throw our motivation out the win-
dow and get stuck in the same old rut. Or maybe you 
are going for that run but you’re hating every minute of 
it – that’s just as bad! This time of year it’s even harder 
to find that motivation; the days are getting short and 
cold and there’s no glorious sunshine beckoning us to 
come outside and play. So how the heck do we motivate 
ourselves to be active and get off that couch?

Play a new game
If you are trying to motivate yourself to do something 

you don’t particularly like, why bother? Why not change 
it up completely instead? Change is good; it allows you 
to use different parts of your brain, learn new skills 

and maybe find something new that you love. Getting 
out of a rut takes more than just falling back into an 
old routine you never really liked anyway; find one that 
you love!  How about taking up an evening hike in one 
of the gorgeous York Regional Forests we have around, 
use it as a time to breathe and de-stress. If you need 
something a little more adventurous, what about rock 
climbing? It’s a great indoor sport and is guaranteed 
to get your heart pumping right out of your comfort 
zone. There’s a climbing gym right in Newmarket (and 
yes, anyone can do it, I promise)! If heights aren’t your 
thing, what about yoga, or kickboxing, or martial arts, 
or......you get the idea. Simply trying out something new 
will give you the kick you need to bust out of that rut.

Get the family involved
Maybe it’s not just you who needs the change. Often 

it’s the whole family that’s stuck in the same rut. Why 
not get out as a group and join a community event? 
Community centres in the area offer family swims, pick 
up hockey and community gyms where there is some-
thing for the whole family. If you don’t want to travel, 
try looking right in your own back yard. We have a huge 
community of families all around us – why not organize 
a hike, a basketball or street hockey game once a week. 
Talk to your neighbours and get them involved, you 
may be surprised at how many people you get to come 
out!

Just do it
Nike knew what they were doing when they picked 

their famous slogan. It’s so easy to stay in that rut. It’s 
comfortable and  familiar, there are no surprises. But 
what fun is life with no surprises?  If you aren’t happy 
with your routine, change it. Don’t worry if you try 
something new and you hate it, that’s all part of the 
game; the point is you tried something new. What if you 
try something new and you love it? Life should be fun 
and exciting and full of new experiences. Don’t let fear 
of failure or the unknown hold you back from discover-
ing something great. Listen to Nike and just do it. You’ll 
be glad you did.
Kim Mortson is the owner of Body Design.  Kim is a certified Personal 
Trainer, Nutrition & Wellness Specialist, Older Adult Fitness Pro Trainer 
and Cancer Exercise Specialist.  Body Design offers personal training, 
nutrition and group fitness classes to assist individuals achieve their 
fitness and weight loss goals.  www.bodydesign.ca

Wellness

Time to Bust that Rut!

by Kim Mortson

Like us on Facebook for the Daily Specials 
and Upcoming Events

Come help us celebrate 
St. Patrick’s Day

Enjoy our special St. Patrick’s Day menu 
from March 14th to March 17th

62 Main St., Mount Albert
905-473-1111

info@twisted-fork.ca
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March Break Programs:  Flight

Lego StoryStarter Workshop
Ages 6 +  Free.  Please register.  
Maximum 6.
Build story scenes using Lego to cre-
ate and print your own comic Lego 
story!
Holland Landing:  Friday, March 13 
from 10:30 am to 12 pm
Mount Albert:  Friday, March 20 from 
2 pm to 3:30 pm
At the Movies
All Ages.  Donations accepted.  Please 
register.
Enjoy a school-free day with a movie, 
popcorn, and juice.
Holland Landing at 2 pm
Saturday, March 14:  The Book of Life 
(PG; 90 min)
Saturday, March 21:  The Box Trolls 
(PG; 90 min)
Into the Air
Ages 5 – 8 years.  Cost:  $1 / child.  
Please register.
How do planes fly? Why do para-
chutes drop?  Learn some physics and 
get creative at this interactive pro-
gram. Holland Landing: Tues., Mar. 
17 @ 2 pm
Puppet Tamer Comedy Show
All ages. Cost: $3/child. Please reg-
ister.
Enjoy laughs and puppet entertain-
ment with ventriloquist Tim Holland.
Holland Landing:  Wed., Mar. 18 @ 
10:30 am
Storytime with Sparky the Fire 
Dog
Ages 0 – 5 years.  Free.  Drop in.
Meet special guests Sparky the Fire 
Dog and the EG Fire Fighters at this 
exciting storytime.
Holland Landing:  Thurs., Mar. 19 
@ 10:30 am; Mount Albert:  Friday, 
March 20 @ 10:30 am
Fairies & Wizards
Ages 5 – 8 years.  Cost:  $1 / child.  
Please register. Design a fairy or wiz-

ard garden and your own magical face 
mask. Mount Albert:  Friday, March 
13 at 10:30 am
Blast Off to the Moon!
Ages 6-9 years. Cost:  $1 / child.  
Please register.
Make moon rocks, watch them erupt, 
and create other far-out objects.
Mount Albert:  Tuesday, March 17 at 
10:30 am
Flying Insects
Ages 4 – 7 years.  Cost:  $1 / child.  
Please register.
Learn about bugs that fly and create a 
firefly that glows.
Mount Albert: Wed., Mar. 18 at 2 pm
Birds Galore with Hands On 
Exotics
All ages.  Cost:  $3 / child.  Please 
register.
See live birds and animals at this exit-
ing presentation.
Mount Albert:  Thurs., Mar. 19 @ 1 
pm; Holland Landing:  Thurs., Mar. 
19 @ 3 pm
Financial Literacy for Kids—3 
Day Workshop
Ages 9-11. Free. Please register.
This workshop is with Steve Walsh, 
Chartered Accountant and financial 
advisor. Tips and advice for youth on 
how to handle their own finances.
Holland Landing Branch: Friday, 
March 13, Tuesday, March 17 & Wed., 
Mar. 18 @ 10:30—11:30 am
Author Visit
Author Visit & Book Launch with 
Andrew Hind & Maria da Silva
In 1952, the tranquil streets of Bradford 
were shattered when the infamous 
Boyd Gang robbed the Bradford CIBC, 
culminating in a dramatic shootout 
and high-speed chase. This dramatic 
event, and  East Gwillimbury’s role in 
the story, will be relived in an excit-
ing 40-minute presentation.  Andrew 
Hind is a local history columnist and 
has written on history and travel for 
a number of regional and interna-
tional publications. Maria da Silva is 

a contributor to the Muskoka Sun and 
North Bay Sideroads. Co-authors of 
Strange Events of Ontario and other 
books on the history of Ontario, this 
presentation highlights their new-
est book entitled Notorious Ontario: 
Outlaws, Gangsters and Criminals.
Holland Landing: Wednesday, April 
29 @ 6:30-8 pm. Free. Please register.

The Friends of the East Gwillimbury 
Library will host an author event on 
Thursday, March 26 with the award-
winning Newfoundland writer Michael 
Crummey.  Sweetland, his most recent 
novel was a finalist for this year’s 
Governor General’s Literary Award 
for Fiction.
Join him on Thursday, March 26, 
at 7:30 pm at the Civic Centre on 
Leslie St. in Sharon (beside the 
Sharon Temple). Tickets are $10 ($8 
for members) and include a reception 
and book signing.  They are avail-
able at the Holland Landing and 
Mount Albert branches of the East 
Gwillimbury Library. 
For more information call  905-478 
-2407 eglibraryfriends@gmail.com.
 
Community Sale
Spring Arts & Treasures Community 
Sale: Mount Albert Branch. Saturday, 
April 11, 10 am – 4 pm.
BOOK YOUR TABLE IN ADVANCE!
Save the Date! East Gwillimbury 
Public Library presents the Spring 
Arts & Treasures Community Sale. 
The Board invites community arti-
sans, families, local entrepreneurs 
and collectors to rent a table and sell 
your new and gently used treasures. 
The Board welcomes Independent 
Sales Representatives & Consultants 
to book a table. Don’t miss out on 
this spring sale, lots of treasures to be 
discovered! Featuring a silent auction.
Tables may be rented for $20. Please 
contact the Holland Landing Branch 
at (905) 836-6492 to book your table 
or email info@egpl.ca. Deadline to 
book your table is March 30th.

@ Your East Gwillimbury Library
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Mount Albert
Village Association

NEWS
 Plans are in full gear for this year’s Easter Event. Date 

is set for Saturday, April 4th, 10 am – noon, with 
activities at Kaylie’s Kottage! Watch for registration 
details in the MAVA monthly newsletter and on the 
website. Sign up to receive the monthly newsletter at 
www.mountalbert.com.

 We have re-scheduled the March MAVA meeting 
since it falls during March Break, to Thursday, March 
5th. Same place, same time.

• Please remember to drop off any rechargeable 
batteries at the Hazardous Waste Depot. These are 
NOT accepted in the MAVA Battery Recycling 
program.

• A reminder that all Business members can submit 
a community related event for consideration to add 
to our online and newsletter calendars. Please send 
details to events@mountalbert.com.

• New Business members are always welcome. Your 
business must operate within the Mount Albert 
community boundaries as set by the association. 
Business membership provides inclusion in 
the business directory www.mountalbert.com/
businessdirectory.php. 

• New membership level for Community Groups will 
allow them to submit events for the online calendar. 
Check out what community resources we have listed 
at http://mountalbert.com/community.php

• Our next meeting has been rescheduled to 
THURSDAY March 5 @ 7 pm. Mount Albert 
Community Centre (Downstairs), 53 Main St. All are 
welcome.

Stay Happy, Stay Safe, Shop Local!
www.mountalbert.com

Find MAVA on Facebook and Twitter!
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WE’RE NUTS ABOUT YOUR STUFF!

(289) 879-NUTS (6887)
19 Albert Street • Mount Albert, ON

www.squirrelstorage.ca

PHASE 2 OPENING SOON!

UNITS
STARTING
AT JUST
$99
PER MONTH

Security Controlled Access
Closed Circuit Monitoring
Parking For 30 Vehicles

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
*Must present advertisement at time of enrolment*

BRING IN
THIS AD

WHEN YOU
BOOK YOUR

UNIT TO
RECEIVE A
FREE LOCK!

Albert St.

Mount Albert R
d.
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289.231.0937
 905.898.1211

Direct

Office

LeeLander.com

BROKER

BROKER

Not intended to solicit buyers/sellers currently under contract.

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

What matters to you?

THIS IS YOUR TOWN
AND WE WANT

TO KNOW WHAT
IS IMPORTANT

TO YOU

We want to hear from you!

Realtron Realty Inc., Brokerage
Independently Owned and Operated

Send in your topic 

suggestions, 

community events 

or real estate 

related questions.

Email us at

lee@leelander.com 

or 

Like our 

Facebook page

Submit your ideas 

for next month’s 

EG Report 

for a chance to 

win a 

$50 GIFT CARD 

to your 

East 

Gwillimbury

restaurant of 

choice.


